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| REMARKS, . e 


my DEAR FRIEND, 


Since I saw you last, I have frequently 
thought of you with much concern, and sincerely 
wish you divine support under all your trials, and 
direction in all your embarrassing concerns. As 


T make no doubt of your being a partaker of di- 
vine grace, I believe the Lord will in the issue, 
| bring you safely through all your troubles. Yet, 
"wtf 1 may speak my mind freely, I am jealous over 
Fou, lest you should increase your own distresses 
and lessen the benefit you might receive from 
them, by some mistakes into which you Seem in 
Th ge of falling. 


Vou remember the est vou gave me of 


5 your receiving many promises from God, particu- 
__ larly respecting your femporal circumstances, and 


that you expressed the strongest confidence of their 


: oy literal and punctual fulfilment. 7 Hi vou 
Will think me your enemy, should J endeavour 


to rob you of any part of the consolation you have 


dlerived from this source. However, bear with 

me till you have heard me out; and I trust it 

will appear, that I do not wish to usurp dominion 
cover your faith, but to be a helper of your joy. 


I rejoice that you are enabled to abound in 


$67 5 prayer, and thereby to make your request known 
uunto God, being desirous to cast all your care 
upon him, and to derive instruction and support 
5 _ bis word. I. am ag assured, that the word 


oy : >ctory, in all 
al comfent, 
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It is your duty and privilege to search the scrip- 


E tures daily, both for direction and consolation ; 


and to endeayor, when you cannot have the 
Bible in your hand, to recollect the precepts and 
promises, and meditate upon. them: praying 
that the Holy Spirit would not only assist your 


natural power of recollection, but more especially 


that he would give you a Spiritual understanding 


of his word, and an answerable frame of heart, 
properly affected with the various truths therein 
ENTS. IE OS EE Cn nd norte 

Lou have reason to bless God for the suitable 


provision he has made in his Word, which, 1 


gladly allow, is as exactly suited to your case, as 
if the words had been spoken to vou individually; 
though blessed be God, the same word of truth. 
is equally suited to all other believers: and you 
have no more cause to complain of this, than you 
have to. complain, that while the Sun warms and 
enlightens you, as much as if you lived alone. on 
the earth, it affords the same benefits to. millions 
more at the same time. N „ | 


you à memory, and assists you, from time to time, 


to recollect suitable passages of scripture, which 
sometimes occur to your mind, in a very apt and 
seasonable manner. But, perhaps, this observa- 
tion will rather displease you; and you will 
hardly allow that you do recollect them, but think 
they are immediately suggested to you from God. 
However if your memory is like mine, it will bee 
very difficult to prove this point. IL have, many 

a time, had good things and bad suddenly occur 


to my mind, which at first I thought I had never 
read or heard befor». and yet have afterwards 
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Hearts. And, on the other 

or twenty other natural faculties of body or soul. 

. were made use of, in bringing the word of God 
to my mind, yet if I bad at the same time the 


found oat where T* FAT ike with them. N be 
this as it may, it is a matter of no consequence at 


all, whether God assists my natural faculties iu 


recollecting his word, or immediately suggests it. 


The bare suggestion of words to the mind would I 
not necessarily be accompanied with the exercise 


of grace; for Balaam, and other natural men, 


have had wonderful things told them by God 
himself, and yet had no 1655 at all in their 
and, if my memory, 


real exercise of grace, I might be assured mot 


oe was owing wholly to the Spirit of God, 


I therefore wish Fou, and all christians, to 
ground your consolation not on the MANNER in 


Which the promises are brought to the mind. but 
on the MATTER contained in the promises them- 
selves. It is unsafe for persons to think them: 


selves Christians, because they have had promises 


brought suddenly to their minds, as if a voice 


Spoke them, when they did not know there were 


any such words in the book. The suddenness 


roves nothing, either one way or other; the voice 
15 probably formed by the strength of their own 
imagination; and if it really came from heaven; 


would be no surer than the written word was 


before: and as to their not knowing the words 


were in the book, that is the worst sign of all; 
for it only proves they have not rend their pibles 
$0 much as they ought. to have done. Whereas, 
e you were to take any one plain promise 
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e gospel, and read it over ten times a day, 
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of: Giey year, after reading it 3630 times, v | 


found: your mind enlightened to discern its real, 


original meaning, were persuaded of its certain- 
truth, and made to embrace it as good, simcerely 
and earncstly desiring the enjoyment of the l be 


ings therein contained, for the same ends for 


which they were promised; and depending on 


the t taithfulness of the promiser for the fulfilment 
of his gracious engagement; thus being excited 


to give up your heart to him: if you had felt no 
emotion of the kind for 3649 times that you had 

read the words before, and if at last your comfort 
came in ever so slowly, you might nevertheless 


be safely assured that it came from God. 
But at this time I meant chiefly to speak of 


the promises of temporal blessings, of which york 


Seemed to be so confident, that Gas had made 


them to you iu. particular, and would accordingly 


undoubtedly fulfil them. Now itt 8 a certain. 
and comfortable truth, that Godliness iS Pro- 


fitable tor all things, Ray! ing the promise of the 


like that now 18, as well as of that which is to 
come.” 1 Tim. iv. 8. But verily my dear friend, 


I have no notion that God has made one promise 


of temporal blessings to you, but what is common 
to all believers in vimilar circumstances. . Herein: 
you seem to me to be in great danger of mistakes, 

and such as will probably lead you into other 


considerable errors, if they are not rectified. 
Christian friendship, therefore indue2s me to use 
freedom and plainness on this head. 


Before the canon of scripture was closed, God. 


made known. his will at sundry times, and in. 


divers manners, to many of his servants, by. way: 


of immediate revelation. He made various par- 
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ticular events known before hand to Abraham, 
and Joſeph, and David, and others; and gave them 
promises which helonged to them exclusively; and 
could not be safely applied to any other. For in- 
S .tance, he promised to Abraham, that his seed 
Should be as the sand of the sea for multitude; 
and that all nations of the earth should be blessed 
in his seed &c. He engaged that Joseph should be 
exalted above his brethren, and all his father's 
bouse. He toretold, that David should be himselt 
S⸗cated on the throne of Israel; and afterwards 
wWwore unto him, that ef the fruit of his loins he 
would raise up the Messiah to sit upon his throne. 
God also ene revelations to bad men, as well 
als to the godly; to Pharaoh, to Balaam, to Jero- 
boam, to Jehu, to Ahaz, and Nebuchadnezzar &c. 
But we who have now the whole bible to direct 
and support us, are not encouraged to expect or 
desire nete revelations; but it is our duty to 
make use of the perfeet revelation which God has 
already made, and put into our hands: and I 
must insist upon it, that it is so full and perfegt, 
that you cannot need any addition to it. 
Ihe precepts of the Bible are so plain and full, 
that if we have but a single exe to the divine 
Slory, they will in all cases be found a su, ẽent 
director, as to every branch of duty. Indeed had 
T ever so much grace and spiritual understanding, 
the Bible would xt tell me what will come to pass 
next year, uor even what will take place to- 
morrow. It will not tell me whether I shall be 
lich or poor in futurity; whether I shall continue 
in iy present circumstances, or alter my outwarel 
Condition within any limited period: it will not 
inform me whether J Shall live lang, or die soon; 
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nor will it assist me to predict 4 twomand events 
which my curiosity would like to know. But it 
will do that which is ten thousand times bet- 
ter; it will direct me to be concerned, that whether 
L live, I may live ta the Lord; or if I die, that bo 
may die in the Lord; it wall teach me to acknow- 
ledge God in all my ways, and encourage me to 
cast all my care upon him; it will tell me that 
my times are in his hands, and excite me to bless 
the Lord at all times. It will not absolutely in- 
form me of what God: will do, as to any of my 
outward concerns; but it will assure me, that if 1 
am a Christian indeed, he will deal well with me; 
2 will surely do me good: and it will teach me, 
that as I know not what is good for me, of all 
that is before me, 1 ought, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content. Surely it is muck 
better for me to know what I ought to do to day, 
than to know what will come to pass to morrow. 
J had much rather know the duties of one hour. 
and have a heart to do them, than have a reve- 
lation of all the future events of my life. Now 
I am thoroughly convinced of this important 
truth, Which 1 dare confidently assert and main- 
tain, viz. That Common dense, a Bible, and a 
Right Spirit, will always inform a Christian what 
2s present duty. They will not always direct him 
to action, because his present duty may be patwnt 
Waiting. They will not intorm him, bow be may 
certainly avoid a varicty of troubles, (thous h they 
wil. probably aS>i5t hun to escape Many diiti-» | 
Culties with wh.ch he would otherwise meet) 
but they will teach him how te glorify God, by 
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bible will be found quite sufficient for every 
christian in the sorest troubles. Place me in 


the worst situation that ever a child of God was 


in, and let God only enable me truly to un- 
derstand and fully to realize, what he has already 
said, in his good old recelation, and I should 
have support and comfort enough; should need 
no new revelation to make me easy. By the o0LD. 
revelation, I mean the scriptures in their original 
Sense and meaning, understood as saying nothing 
more to me than what they say to all christians 
in the like circumstances; so that every other 
christian would learn just the same things from 
them which I do, if he had but an equal measure 
of spirieual ligt. By a VE revelation, I intend 
all sorts of impressions concerning supposed facts, 
not already discovered in «cripture; or concern- 
ing future events, not already toretold: whether 
these impressions are made in the words of scrip- 
ture: or by any other words, strongly fixed on 
the mind. If detached sentences of scripture are 
made use of, that makes the case none the better, 
unſess the sense gathered from them was origi- 
nally contained in the Bible. 
Nd vou will stand me out, that you 1 
known some such instances of these sort of un- 
pressions being fulfilled, that I can never per- 
ade you they are always delusive. As to myself, 
I only say, that I have no better opinion of these- 
tales, 1836 [ have of tales concerning ghosts and. 
apparitions. I should not care to atfirm, that no 
man, in any one instance whatsoever, really Sau- 
an apparition; but 1 believe that ot of an hun- 
dred such tales, half ef them are barcfaced lyes, 
wag eber Jorty-ning: of the other half were, 
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merely the effect of a strong imagination; 450 if 
one in an hundred should be true, I do not wisse 
to experience the truth of either kind of wonders 
myself: nor have I any more desire to receive a 
true new revelation, than I have to receive a visit 
1 om a real g/ost. 

- However, must be more Fitne in maintain- 
ing, that, supposing them both to be real, there 


is no more token of grace in the one ease than 


in the other. Indeed it is possible that a new re- 
velation, if it were really made to a good man, 
might be attended with the exercise of grace; and 
80 might his seeing an apparition. But it is cer- 
tainly a far better evidence of grace, for a man 
to bear up under trials, by means of scriptural 
- consolation, while he is uncertain of future events, 
than for him to be supported and comforted by 
the certain foreknowledge of some agreeable 
change 1 in his outward circumstances. 

Suppose you were in a state of poverty, and, 
being « greatly distressed on that account, were to 
be relieved by an express revelation, that some 
distant relation would soon die, and leave you a 
large fortune; I think verily you would not have 
the opportunity of exereising such. grace, and 
giving God such glory, as another person, who, 
though as poor and afflicted as yourself, should 
ver be composed and resigned to thewill of God, 
-notwithstanding he had no expectation of any 
remarkable alteration of circumstances in his 
favor; but who should rely on the providence 
of God., to supply him with absolute necessaries, 
submitting to his wisdom and sovereignty. and 
rejoicing that he had chosen the poorof thiswor Id, 
10 | be rich i in faith, and heirs of his kingdom. 


10 
1 1 with you my BP fitend, ts ray Aten | 
's "he more spiritual understanding op the good old 
revelation already made; be Nouthne N the 
Bible has said already, to all believers, enough 
to support them in the worst distresses, and do 
not indulge a wish to make it say more than it 
has said. There is much instruction and conso- 
lation treasured up therein, with which we have 
as yet but a very imperfect acquaintance ; let us 
c $tudy that; leaving secret things to the Lord, 
and being thankful that he has given us such an 
1 ample revelation of his holy will. 
It is more flattering to Spiritual pride to hold 
an immediate dialogue with the Almighty, and 
to foretel our own future prozperity, and I know 
not what besides, than to study the plain word 
of God, and learn no more from it than what 
all our christian brethren might learn by the same 
means: and indeed this tendency of such sort of 
impressions is one great objection to them. But 
the other method is much more honorable to 
- God, and to his written word, more favorable 
to che exereise of grace, and, in the issue, 
more comfortable and safe for ourselves. At 
best, I may be mistaken as to these new reve- 
. ations, but the old can never prove false. If I 
were unmarried, and desirous of changing my 
circumstances in life, a revelation of my certain 
| success in courtship might dissapoint me; but 
gan assurance that God would perform-the thin 
| that he had appointed for me, could not. It. 
vere in poverty, a promise of riches might fail, 
„ promise that God will add all that is really 
needful, to them who seek first the kingdom of 
Gas and his rightequancas, cannot deceive me. 
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AFT were andlch trials, an impression that they 
should have an end at a given period, might fail; 
but a promise that they shall issue, some way. or 
other, to the glory of God, and to my real wel- 
fare, cannot fail, for God has insured this to all 
them that love him, who have been called ac- 
cording to his purpose. Po 
Since I was first acquainted with . I 
, Inte known many instances of the sad conse- 
quenees of giving heed to Impulses, both in those 
that I believe were truly gracious, and in others 
whom I could not but suspect to be destitute of | 
divine grace. I have seen repeated intances, of 
{wi sons carried away by these I[mpressions, who 
have appeared, for a long time, exceedingly con- 
tident of the fulfilment. of these imaginary pro- 
mises, respecting certain events which they de- 
sired; but yet instead of calmly waiting God's 
time for their accomplishment, they have been 
subject to the ost violent and disorderly Sallies 
of pussion, upon any appearance of a dissappoint- 
ment; even while they have professed to retain 
their confidence that God had indeed said such 
and such things to them: —a sad indication to 
me, that their faith in that particular, was not the 
gift of God. And when real Christians, as I 
verily beheve, have for a while been drawn into 
such snares, how have they been tempted to throw 
away all their experience, good and bad together, 
when events have taken place quite contrary to 
their expectation ! I wish to use all possible ten- 
| derness in attempting to rectify mistakes of this 
kind, but I have sometimes had cause to repent 
not S my mind more Ae and gal. 
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2 thoug 7 
glory, and honor, and praise, at the appearing ot. 
Jesus Christ; you will, in the issue, find cause to 
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..- contented with enquiring into present duty, aud 
© treagured up in the divine word, as the common 
S tock of the people of God. Perhaps, you are 


ied with the Stoves of consolation already 


ready to reply: Well, but then the Bible will not 


Assure me to the contrary, but that I may be as 


poor as Job, or as Lazarus. Very true; it will not 


Secure you from any one affliction to which other 
. believers are liable; but however as it assures you - 
the Lord will never faif you, nor forsake you; 

that he will cause all things to. work together for 


your good; that though for the present, if necd 


be, you may be in heaviness, through manifold 
temptations; yet the trial of your faith, being 


more 1 ious than that of gold which perisheth, 
it be tried with fire, will be found to 


say this is enough; God has spoken in his lioll- 


ness, and I will rejoice, since he in all things 
Hloping you will take all my freedom in good 
pPoart, I subseribe mysclf yours SM. 


. Northampton, © „ͤ ares. 
© May, 116. A LT gs 8 „ 


P. S. The writer of the preceding Leitet, who has now revised it, would 


_ refer the Reader, that may wik more thoroughly to investigate the $ubject 


29 President Eow arm's Treatize on the Aﬀections; p. 77, 7%, and 119— 
126 Fc. 185 Sc. Edinburgh Edition, 1772. And to another work too inte 


| known, written by the same Author, entitled Thoughts on the Revival of 


Religion, in New England, 1749. p. 133---140. All 'which part is omitied 


by Mr. He in ks Abridgement, published in 1745, which is in other 


instance gr. ati mietilated as particularly in the mission of the Ilustra- 


tion of the Nature of the Work in 2 parucular instance, p. 35—-44. Which 
Account is very extraordinary : there is toom to conclude the person was 
MM. Satah Edwards the Author's Wiſe, i 
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